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Opening Address

Good morning everybody!

Welcome to Okazaki, and thank you for attending the 58" Yamada
Conference on “Light Sensing and Signal Transduction in Plant
Photomorphogenesis”. My name is Masamitsu Wada, the organizer of this
conference.

On behalf of the organizing committee, I would like to thank the Yamada
Science Foundation for the opportunity to hold this conference and to get

together many old and new colleagues from this field of biology.
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I also sincerely thank all of you for coming to attend this conference,
many of you from very far away. I believe the record holder in this case is
Jorge Casal, who came from Buenos Aires de Argentina, exactly the opposite side of the earth,
which takes 30 hours, if I remember correctly.

This Yamada Conference honors the retirement of Professor Masaki Furuya who has contributed



his time and energy to this field. Several years ago probably at Il Ciocco in Italy at the Gordon
Research Conference, Peter, Pill, Winslow, Tony and others urged me to hold an international
congress in Japan to honor Prof. Furuya’s retirement. But at that time I could not find the
opportunity. About a year and a half ago, unexpectedly, I was appointed to host this Yamada
conference. Instantaneously I wanted to dedicate this conference to Prof. Furuya and asked Mr.
Segami, the former officer of the Yamada Science Foundation, whether it is possible or not.
Fortunately, he kindly agreed to the idea. I am very happy about it.

This is a photograph taken in 1986 on the occasion of the 16" Yamada Conference held here in
Okazaki, organized by Prof. Masaki Furuya. You can find in this photograph many people now in
this room, here is Winslow, Pill, Eberhard, Tony, Wolfhart, Peter, Masaki, please allow me to call
Furuya-sensei Masaki. The name Masaki is much more familiar than Professor Furuya for most of
his friends coming from abroad. Here I am. This is Prof. Kamiya, Prof. Haupt, Prof. Mohr and so on.

All of us were very young!

At that time, the title of the conference was “Phytochrome and Plant Photomorphogenesis”, and
nobody really knew what a blue light receptor was. In 1993, Tony Cashmore’s group including
Margaret here she is in the audience identified the first blue light receptor, cryptochrome, and in
1997 Winslow Briggs’s group identified another blue light receptor phototropinl, formally it was
called NPH1, non phototropic hypocotyll. Recently, several other blue light receptors were found
in Arabidopsis and in other organisms such as FKF1 which was shown as a blue light receptor by
Takato Imaizumi and others by Steve Key’s group in Arabidopsis, Photoactivated adenylyl cyclase
(PAC) from Euglena by Iseki and others of Masakatsu Watanabe’s group. Now, it seems we are in
type of gold rush period in the field of blue light photoperception. I am very happy that almost all
people mentioned now are in the audience. This makes things very exciting for this year’s
meeting.

The only obligation that we have to the Yamada Science Foundation is to publish proceedings. I
have asked speakers to bring a minireview, and these will be complied sometime after the meeting.
This time I have not asked all participants here to submit abstracts both in oral and poster
presentation. For this reason, if you miss any of the talks or posters, you may miss the opportunity
to find out about some of the wonderful research being done. I encourage everyone to please be
here at conference site and have active discussions, although Okazaki is a very comfortable, small
town to visit and do some sightseeing.

As many of you know, Okazaki is the town where the first Shogun of the Edo era, Ieyasu
Tokugawa was born and grew up. You can see his castle on the other side of Otogawa river, just
next to the Okazaki New Grand Hotel. Although the castle itself was reconstructed after being
torn down during the Meiji Restoration, if you go into the surrounding area, where there are many
trees, you can still feel a sense of the old Edo period. Still many of the old style foods and shops
remain in Okazaki.

The duration of the conference is rather short, but please enjoy this Yamada conference and
Okazaki town. I look forward to getting a chance to talking to you all.

Masamitsu Wada

Chairman of the Organizing
CommitteeYamada
Conference LVIII
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Welcome Address

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

On behalf of the Yamada Science Foundation it is my great pleasure to
welcome all of you to the 58" Yamada Conference on “Light Sensing and
Signal Transduction in Plant Photomorphogenesis”. I am particularly
grateful to the distinguished guest speakers and participants who have
traveled from abroad to share their views with us for promoting this
interesting frontier research field.

o Let me briefly explain to you what the Yamada Science Foundation is.

The Yamada Science Foundation was established in 1977 at Osaka, Japan by
Mr. Kiro Yamada (1894-1982) who was President of the ROHTO Pharmaceutical Company in Osaka.
He had a firm belief that the outcome from the activity of his company should be refunded to
society and people with sincere thanks, because his business could not be successful without
continuing firm support and reliable help from the society where we are living. But how to
express the thanks? “It should be done by establishing a foundation”, he was inspired! But what
kind of the foundation to establish! He had the thought that logical thinking and creativity should
be utmost important and necessary for healthy development of Japanese society which may be
liable to have a somewhat emotional bias toward decision and behavior.

This is the reason why he decided to establish the Science Foundation. He always said, “Try first
but be on a small scale and then expand useful outcome thereof to a large one”. This was his motto
and a guiding principle to manage his industrial activity and other issues. Mr. Kiro Yamada
believed that we cannot expect or rather should not expect very successful fruit in an instant from
the support given to fundamental sciences. Therefore, he thought, the Yamada Science Foundation
gives support for truly creative research trials but at a short term. Thus, the support from the
Foundation was given to fundamental issues being anticipated to develop really “hot” topic of
general interest but remaining precursory and embryonic. A longer term and extensive execution
of support rather should rely upon the national policy for science and culture in Japan. He died in
1982, however, his frontier spirit and thoughtfulness have been succeeded up to the present by the
Yamada Science Foundation. I should add that the Yamada Science Foundation very recently
established the Yamada Science Symposium besides the Conference. The symposium aims at
giving support to mainly motivate younger scientists. The first symposium already started last
year, which was entitled “Neutrinos and Dark Matters in Nuclear Physics”. I am certain that the
discussions and information exchange that will take place during five day conference here will be
very challengeable as well as beneficial to you and to us all.

I would like to note and emphasize that it is honor for me to be able to meet the distinguished
guest speakers and other participants, representing many different research fields, who have
kindly gathered here. I do hope that the meeting will prove truly fruitful and productive for all of
you. Thank you very much again for your participation.

Yositaka Nagai
Director of Yamada Science
Foundation
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