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Opening Address to YS-2

Distinguished scientists, dear friends, ladies and gentlemen, Good evening.

It is time to begin the 2nd Yamada Symposium entitled “Key Natural
Organic Molecules in Biological Systems”.

My name is Shoichi Kusumoto. On behalf of the organizing committee, I
would like to welcome all of you to this Symposium and to Awaji Island.

As you know, this symposium is fully and solely supported by Yamada

Science Foundation. The history and basic philosophy of the Foundation

#ﬁqﬁsﬁﬁazﬁﬁ 5 including that which brings us this series of Yamada Symposium will be
explained in the Welcome Address which will be delivered momentarily by
Professor Tetsuo Shiba on behalf of the foundation.

At the beginning of the last year, I was invited by Yamada Science Foundation to organize a
symposium which would cover a new interdisciplinary research field emerging between chemistry
and the biological or life sciences. Since that time, I have worked with several colleagues to bring
this exciting symposium to fruition. First we asked eminent scientists, leaders in these related
fields, to assist us as advisors. We then listed representative successful research work where key
organic molecules have been chemically characterized and their biological or biophysical functions

investigated in depth. Almost all of the premier scientists we invited agreed to join us and present



their talks at this symposium. With the kind help of our advisors and invited speakers, we were
able to draw sufficient numbers of young participants. These are the researchers of the future who
are expected to play major roles in yet unknown newly emerging fields.

We are very pleased to have such superior representation at the symposium. I thank you all for
coming in spite of your very hectic daily schedules. I really hope you enjoy the coming three days
as you gather new information, new ideas, and new friends.

Finally, I would like to thank Yamada Science Foundation for this opportunity. Without their
financial support and belief in our goals, this symposium would not be possible.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Shoichi Kusumoto
Chairman of the Organizing Committee
YS-2

Welcome Address

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Prof. Yasusada Yamada, the chairman of a board of directors, can not join
to the Symposium today, so that, in place of him, I will give the welcome
address to all of you. My name is Tetsuo Shiba, a member of the directors of
Yamada Science Foundation, as well as an advisor of the Symposium.

Yamada Science Foundation was founded in 1977 at Osaka. Two years

g ago, in a celebration of the twenty fifth anniversary of the Foundation, the
first Yamada Symposium was held with the title of Neutrinos and Dark
Matter in Nuclear Physics at Nara.

Today, I would like to declare an opening of the second Yamada Symposium on Key Natural
Molecules in Biological Systems here in Awaji Island. First of all, on behalf of the Foundation and
the Organizing Committee, I would like to extend a hearty welcome to all participants, particularly
coming from long distances oversea.

Now I will explain the characteristics of our Foundation in short words. First, the idea or policy
of the Foundation is a support of the outstanding research in basic natural sciences, particularly
emphasizing activation in the interdisciplinary field between physics, chemistry and biology. In
other words, we are always expecting a new development of unexploited field rather than the
established domain. In this second symposium, we are also aiming to bring a new bridge between
chemistry and biology towards breaking a fresh ground to solve unknown and interesting
phenomena in biology by key of organic molecules. Therefore we are inviting not only active
organic chemists, but also eminent biologists too in this Symposium. We hope a new amalgamation
will be born by keen collaboration and joining together all of you.

The second distinct feature of the activities of our Foundation is a unique support of the science
researches in a different way from that of the governmental level. We do not have a huge financial
base like the Government, which recently trend to invest the large amount of money with expect



for a distinct contribution of science to nations economy or technology by such supports. In
contrary, our Foundation has been always aiming the promotion of pure basic researches, not
directly concerning their applications to human life.

The third but more important characteristic of the Yamada Science Foundation is an
encouragement for the younger generation that will lead and advance a future development of the
basic science. The main parts of the activities of Yamada Science Foundation are providing
research funds to the promising researchers of younger generation, as well as traveling fund to
young researchers to visit or to go out of Japan for the international collaborative projects. In this
Symposium, we are inviting many rather younger researchers who are expected to exchange their
opinions freely with the senior scientists and be encouraged from them.

Finally I appreciate very much Prof. Kusumoto, Prof. Murata, and Prof. Fukase and all other
stuffs of the Organizing Committee for their great efforts for planning and performing of this
Symposium. I would like to wish all participants enjoy the Symposium in this beautiful
circumstance.

Tetsuo Shiba
Director of Yamada Science Foundation
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