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Opening Address

Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great privilege and honor to welcome you all to YS-3 “From
Chaos to Cosmos: Integration in Biological Systems” on behalf of the
organizing committee. This symposium is the third one of the serial
symposia under the common title of “Yamada Symposium” which was
initiated on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Yamada Science
Foundation, YSF. You will momentarily hear from Professor Yamada, the

Director General of YSF, on the basic idea underlying the Yamada
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Symposium. My understanding is that YS is a platform to discuss science
frontiers and perspectives of currently developing subjects together with young researchers.

It is often observed in biological systems that numerous components behaving apparently
randomly at one level are organized into an ordered event at a higher level of the immediate next.
The interplay between randomness-stochasticity and organization is a crucial element of life and a
hallmark of biocomplexity. In this symposium, we will discuss the mechanisms, meanings and
effects of stochastic events in biological systems with a very broad view in all senses to promote
novel directions that may not have been stressed yet. Such discussions will encourage the



biologists of the next generation enterprising enough to pursue novel and seminal directions as well
as the mathematicians, information scientists, physicists and chemists who wish to explore novel
directions in biology.

Because the scope is very broad and the subject is really interdisciplinary, speakers will have
enough time to explain the background of his/her work to the audience from various scientific
fields. Also, much time is allocated for breaks in order to encourage discussions among the
participants. For these, we have been trying to keep the number of participants rather small. We
do hope and believe that you all enjoy good science, new and old friendship, as well as beautiful
view of Mt. Fuji over the Sagami Bay for the coming four days.

I thank you all, especially those from overseas, for your participation despite of rather short
notice. My thanks also go to the members of Advisory Committee for their indispensable
suggestions and those of Organizing Committee for their kind cooperation. Finally, I would like to
thank Yamada Science Foundation and Professor Yamada, the Director General of YSF, for their
generous support and encouragement. Without all those, this symposium would not be crystallized.

Motonori Hoshi
Chairman of the Organizing Committee YS-3

Welcome Address for The 3rd Yamada Symposium

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of Yamada Science Foundation, I would like to extend our
hearty welcome to all of you who are participating in the third Yamada
Symposium on From Chaos to Cosmos :Integration in Biological Systems,
particularly to those who have come a long way to Japan from various
places all over the world.

Yamada Science Foundation was founded in 1977 at Osaka, Japan. It

L ‘ develops its activities by giving supports to the outstanding research
projects in the basic natural sciences, especially in the interdisciplinary
domains that bridges between the well established research fields such as physics, chemistry, and
biology. The Foundation also provides travel funds for the scientists to visit or to go out of Japan in
order to carry out international collaborative projects. It also holds conferences and workshops etc..
As a private organization, we have the policy that the axis of our activities should be oriented in
the orthogonal direction to the large scale activities carried out by the government. Recently, the
governments of most of the advanced countries, including Japan, seem to recognize the importance
of basic natural sciences, and tend to invest a large amount of money.

The underlying idea would be that it is useful for the future economical development of the
country through advanced technological applications. This is in some sense legitimate because the
source of the investment is the public money. Therefore the interests of the investment should be
returned to the taxpayers in the form of the promotion of standard of living of the nation.



However, from the view point of pure promotion of basic sciences, such the pragmatic stance is not
totally acceptable, because science is a part of the culture of human being which is valuable by
itself. In other words, science has its own internal motivation of development irrespective of
whether it is useful for something else or not. It is this internal motivation that our Foundation is
willing to give support, although the amount of money is rather modest.

Upon these considerations, we started in 2003 a new activity: that is the organization of a series
of international symposia called Yamada Symposium. Yamada Symposium provides a forum of
discussions among the scientists belonging to different generations as well as different nationalities.
We put emphasis on different generations. Why? Because the achievements of culture should be
measured in the time scale of centuries rather than decades.

We envisage the following scheme of Yamada Symposium: The scientists who are the most
active members of the present generation and the scientists who are expected to be most active in
the next generation in a selected research field are invited to get together. The former presents
the present status and the perspective view of the research field, while the latter receives the
messages and, through hot discussions, would pick up some hints of the way for him to proceed. By
this way, Yamada Symposia would function as the driving mechanism to drive the science in the
proper direction guided by the internal motivation.

This is the third symposium of the series. The subject is Integration of Biological Systems, which
will be discussed based on wide range of natural sciences and novel concepts. I would like to take
up this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to Professor Motonori Hoshi and the members of
the organizing committee who have made every effort to bring such a beautiful performance of the
meeting.

I hope all of you would enjoy the symposium and also relax sometime in this attractive site of
SHONAN VILLAGE.

Thank you.

Yasusada Yamada
Director General of
Yamada Science Foundation
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