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Welcome Remark

Thank you, Prof. Hamada for your generous introduction and great
efforts for organizing this excellent Yamada Conference LXXV “Origin of
left-right asymmetry in animals”.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Yamada Science
Foundation, I would first sincerely welcome all of you and especially
participants coming long ways from abroad in spite of this coronal pandemic.
Let me mention a welcome remark and introduce the activities of Yamada
Science Foundation. = The Yamada Science foundation (YSF) was

established in 1977 to promote basic natural sciences in Japan by providing
supports complementary to that provided by the government. YSF puts

JEE ) g

emphasis on original and basic science programs by individual scientists
rather than national projects, and extends support mainly for research projects, exchanges of
researchers, and for international conferences and symposia. YSF encourages new and original
programs that are rarely supported by the government, and promotes international science activities
through supporting international exchanges of scientists and international conferences, symposia, and
workshops.Among them, a series of international conferences is one of the most important projects.

Although due to the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), Yamada Conference LXXV
“Origin of left-right asymmetry in animals” was postponed, finally it has been held during Jan 24™
and 27" 2023 in Kobe Campus, RIKEN Center for Biosystems Dynamics Research, Japan. I am very
happy to say that most of participants could see and discuss with each other directly in face to face for
the purpose of contributing to the future development of the projects. The purpose of the international
conference is to conduct cross-disciplinary research exchanges with "Left —Right asymmetry" as
keywords, to understand basic molecular mechanism of development of our body and understand
molecular pathogenesis of diseases related with this very important issue. The aim is also to foster
young researchers by creating the effect of further improving the method and creating a virtuous cycle
of being able to take on more advanced new challenges. While researches with the keyword "Left-
Right asymmetry" are developing all over the world, I am happy to see that finally this conference is
held in Japan because researchers in Japan have played very significant roles to develop this exciting
and important filed of science.

By holding an international conference in Japan, young Japanese researchers can directly feel
the issues and atmosphere at the forefront of research. It is significant to have the opportunity to
deepen one's own research through discussions with researchers who are active in the world. In
addition, it is highly expected that international collaborations will be started with this conference
LXXV.

It is our great pleasure to support that domestic and foreign researchers, who engaged in
important and original researches in the basic fields of natural science, exchange knowledge, deepen
understanding, and research together.

Finally, I wish you all the best in this international conference. Thank you for your attention.
Let’s enjoy Yamada Conference LXXV.

Nobutaka Hirokawa
Director of Yamada Science Foundation,
Project Professor, and Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
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