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Opening Address

On behalf of the Yamada Science Foundation, I am delighted to
welcome all of you to the 76th Yamada Conference (9th International
Conference on Nitroxide Radicals). First, (Let me introduce the Yamada
Science Foundation). The Yamada Science Foundation was established in
1977 in Osaka by the late Kiro Yamada, the first president of Rohto
Pharmaceutical Company Limited, with his personal fortune of 3 billion yen.
According to the Prospectus of Foundation, “Japan has made great progress
in science and technology since the end of World War II. However, the

current situation is that our progress is based not necessarily on organic
Eﬂﬂﬂi % scientific innovation or discoveries, but primarily on the adoption and
incremental improvement of science and technology from the USA and
Europe. We must develop and enhance each basic research field that has been neglected in the past
and strive to further develop collaborations between different basic research fields to promote original
research.”

During the past 45 years, we could have held more than 80 conferences and symposia. We
have funded to more than 744 individual researchers, and to 2,466 multi-institutional global research
activities.This is a picture of 66th Yamada conference which was held in 2012, entitled by
“Conference on the Nanostructured-Enhanced Photo-Energy Conversion”.

The Yamada Conferences are so prestigious and important. For example, this is a picture of
the 62nd Yamada Conference which I organized in 2008 at Hyogo Prefecture. About 10 researchers
were invited from all over the world. The title is “Topological Molecules”. Three of the invited
speakers, Profs. Stoddart, Sauvage, and Feringa were laureate by Nobel prize, 8 years later in 2016 for
studies on Molecular Machines.

Besides the supports for International conferences, the Yamada Science Foundation also
supports basic research by subsidizing research expenses in Japan, and Promotion of overseas joint
research and international cooperative research. These are some comments by young researchers who
were supported by the Yamada Science Foundation.) For example, Dr. Kunimasa OHTA of Kyusyu
University said that he is grateful to the Yamada Foundation for the support of their original and
innovative but also too early to tell where it will go. Dr. Yuka TABE of Waseda University said that
she is grateful for the support of novel and progressive research despite difficulties due to managing
family.

Anyway, I really hope that the conference (9th International Conference on Nitroxide
Radicals (SPIN-2023)) will be fruitful and successful.

Akira Harada
Director of the Yamada Science Foundation,
Specially Appointed Professor, the Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research, Osaka University
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