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Opening Address

Foundation, I would like to express my cordial welcome to all participants of
6th Yamada Symposium on Diversity of Biological Patterns and Forms in
Nature: toward a Comprehensive Understanding”. This meeting is supported by
the Yamada Science Foundation as its series of the international symposium.

|| Good afternoon, everyone. On behalf of the Yamada Science

J Let me briefly describe the Yamada Science Foundation, by summarizing our

message given in the homepage. It says that “The truth will set us free”. I think,
it means that the pure scientific truth will set you free. The purpose of the

Yamada Science Foundation is to support and promote basic research in the
natural sciences, thereby contributing to the improvement and development of
PR scientific research in Japan and the welfare of mankind.



The Yamada Science Foundation was established in 1977 by the late Kiro Yamada, the first

president of Rohto Pharmaceutical Co., Rohto Seiyaku, with his personal fortune of 3 billion yen. He said
“We must develop and enhance each basic research field that has been neglected in the past and strive to
further develop collaborations between different basic research fields to promote original research.”
The Yamada Science Foundation puts emphasis on (i) original and pure science based on intrinsic
motivation, and (ii) curiosity-driven research in ALL fields of natural sciences, including physics, chemistry
and life sciences. During the last 45 years, we have funded: 744 Individual researchers, 80 YAMADA
conferences and symposia and 2,466 multi-institutional global research activities.

The series of Yamada Symposium aims at presentations and discussions of recent studies of basic
science frontiers in international atmosphere. The 6th Yamada symposium aims for active discussion on
biological patterns and forms in nature from the viewpoints of genetics, biology, chemistry, physics, and
mathematical sciences. This aims and scope of this symposium are just what The Yamada Science
Foundation would like to appreciate and encourage.

After tough time due to COVID-19, I hope you all enjoy the face-to-face conference and foster friendship.
All the best wishes for the wonderful YAMADA symposium, which will surely enlighten the future science
of “diversity of biological patterns and forms”.
Thank you for your attention.
Ikuko Hara-Nishimura
Director of the Yamada Science Foundation,

Director of Nara National Institute of Higher Education and Research,
Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University
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